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/, Too, Accuse
A German noncommissioned officer who, ,having* fought in the ranks of the army nearlythree years, was wounded, adjudged, and

finally deserted, and now has taken refuge in
Denmark.
( By Major C. Hemmelmann.

M.'otiyrljslit. I>y Int«-rri:«!I'.nal Nc-.vk l!ur>-.tu )

With a hluali on my face I bear wit¬
ness against my Kathcrland, for ho
has forgotten himself.

1 enlisted ;ih a volunteer for a year,
sn the l£lghty-elghth ItcKlmcnt of the
infantry, a part of the Korty-second
Infantry Brigade.
When war was ilpclarcd, hecau:io of

tny knowledge of Krciich,1 I wa.i ap¬
pointed interpreter lor the small stall
of tny battalion. 1 occupied thiH post
for two years, and until 1 was put Into
auxiliary service after being severely
wounded at Verdun i>. 1 !.!»!.
At the end of the. week the bridges

for a general mobilization.
Perhaps the reuoer o» these panes

will fear that 1 iiave exaggerate <! iu
tlilies, t.ut 1 have recounted only the
eventb that I have seen with my o.vit
eyes.
Immediately after the assassination

at Serajevo of the archduke of Austria,
a certain unrest began to show itself
in Germany. People said that this
event wouM bring r'r;ivi' complications
and the Germans would find theniselve -

entangled and that a Kuropean war
would result our alarm. * alas' was
not in vain, for on the .same .i.ty.the
-3rd of July. l'W-l.that th« Austrian
ultimatum v as given to Serbia. by or¬
der of the commander of our div; ion
we were j,old that sonic maneuvers lor
which we were preparing were counter¬
manded, and that we were to get readyfor a general mobilization.
At the end ol the v.eek the bridges

of the .Mem. the railroads and the
streets le..<iing to the powder maga¬
zines of Italian were all put under
guar<l 1 received ordeis to go with i

detachment of twen'y-four met; io
guard the iailroud bridge . >vt-en
liana u and K 1< in-Steinhelm Lieuten¬
ant .Merbach w- s.t with u.-> rv Im ivige
to give necessary instruct ions. 'i t. a
after placing liiy sentinels, 1 had noth¬
ing to do b jt .\ acji t;,.- trains (.a.---
ing inee-santly ovet the bridge anl
crowded with soldier*. \n persons
passing under the bridge v.er- brought
to me. anu m> Instruct lot. w <. re to
question them carefully ;iim! .o I>.v4<
my eyes open for spies.
At 4 o'clock in the morning th-- sol¬

diers who brougnt us .oft' e to.d :is h >w
the i. »n of their coir.pun> r- -artled tile
war. arid a man trailed W.n.:.er e.\-
claimed:
"This now is no hum rug. it i- seri¬

ous. The crow t prince has .-ucceeded
in his stroke, a: 1 tlie |-.:np« t r will :. t
delay to declare v...r I: it conies. ms
SIX lads wil. not get IIIto "the .lit, u
is we who will nur:i ot.i lingers g<t-
ting the chestnuts ou; of tit :<r.- vVe
iire going to carry our skin to mark t,
but tell iiie now why and (or wii.it.*'

I told him to keep nt;ll or i wouM
have to puuUn him. IlUt he went on:

"Oh. iJfhitw. sir, thcr** are man> lik
me, anil niniir noi.co. nix ,i/ii' : oitic i .>

' also, u iio do Hoi want 11. I .til) a ~'o -

t ia! 'e t
"

I ordered him aguin to >r:Ii or
I would take liim t<> prison Merbacli,
to whom 1 told this iii' i<J. tit. advised
me not to bring any a . usation against
Wagner.
When v. went back to the barracks

there was an excited and enthusiastic
crowd >ii the street:'. It was composed
mostly of women, and every one cried
out: "l-onij live the Kighty-oighth!
Kong I.t!u- Kniperoi: In >¦ ir.e
streets it was almost impossible to ad¬
vance. All of llanau was out. Before
the ha Tracks the crowd was enormous.
As soon .is ;t iiies-t-ii^er appcarcit with
dispatches, lie was stopped hy civilians
crying:
"What is it? Is war declared'.* is it

not yet declared'.' What a pity!"
"Where is this joy now?"
Scarcely had we entered the barracks

before the? commander of the company.
Captain < >ito Caup, called us together
to addro.-s us. In all the six months
that I had been in his company 1 had
more often seen him drunk than sober,
often assisting to put him upon ins
horse because he couid not mount alone.
Here Is a little of what ho tola us:
"Great historic events arc- hastening.

The political horizon 1> obscured by
threatening clouds. What will be the
consequences of the assassination at
Serajevo? Our enemies do not dare to
throw the gauntlet openly, but this
murder is an excuse for war. They
wish it. Ah, well, they shall have it!
Let them come on, we are armed and
will receive them! I»ear friends, I do
not expect to have the honor of per¬
sonally conducting you to victory, but
1 am sure that you will not sully the
old German glory, but, on the contrary,
will win new laurels, llave confidence
in our Kmperor and in our govern¬
ment, in our people and above all in
ourselves. In this hope 1 call upon you
to shout with me: 'Long live His
Majesty, our Kmperor and King!'"
SPEECH I'KOH.Y Hl.V W AS

l.\SI'IlilCl> IIV liOOZK
Upon this he shook our hands, anu

as he went "ft 1 heard Lieutenant Oehes
say to Lieutenant I'opp: "Surely h*
as had a glass too much to talk such
onsonse."
The 1st of August a dispatch came to
ur barracks, and as soon as he had
jpened it. Commander Kuhl came, rim¬
ing into the courtyard very excited
md crying out:
"Soldiers, men and women, young

md old, listen: His Majesty, the Km-
jeror. has ordered the mobilization of
he army to-morrow. We are ready,
nd we arc going to show to these
irigands beyond the Rhine and to these
nurderers of Saint Petersburg of what
tuff we are built, since rnev Hare Ois-
urb our peace. Dear comrades, iong
ive our Kmperor, for whom we jo> fully
o to war and for whom we are ready;
o die." Upon this Captain Haabc, his
yes full of tears, began to sing, "1
alute Yout Crowned Conqueror."
Immediately the barracks became
ke an ant hill. Kverybod.v was run-
ing on all sides without knowing why.
Soon bayonets were hurried to the
rmory lo he sharpened; the parents of
e soldiers appeared; men wandered
ut into the city.
On the streets every one was singing,
nd the civilians invited the men to
rink.
On August 3 a nun, suspected of he-
ig a spy, was arrested near the
wdor magazine. She is to-day a sis-
r of the lied Cross in the Saint V:n-
?nt Hosptal at Hanau, and cares for
e wounded.
On the Sth a grand review of (he
oops was held. Major Kuhl and
ajor Schmidt addressed us, and then
.erybody shouted:
"Long live His Majesty, the Km-
:ror aud King!" and we all joined in
e singing of the "Deutehland uher
lies" and the "Wueht am Itheln."
We were told that we were to set
it at 2 o'clock. As the hour ap-
.oached. the courage of most of the
asters began to fail and to give waysadness.
In their quarters the soldiers. Instead
resting, were playing cards or writ¬

er letters. They did not listen to the
leers and suhoflicers, who advised
em to sleep.
At midnight the reveille sounded, and
were served coffee.

Elsewhere in the city there was noiseerywhere all the evening. The cafesd restaurants were full of soldiersd civilians. Before the barracks wasreat crowd of people, many of themparents or soldiers, but our orders

were not to allow any civilians inside.To avoid tin* adieus of mothers an<l.veeping women. Major Schmidt de, idclto leave an hour earlier, so that it was1 o'clock when we left the Ktation,after mar< hing to music and the boutsof the crowd a-empaiiyiri^ us. Thewindows of the houses were all openand crowded with men and women intheir niKhtrol,«-s, who cheered os andthr« w us dainties and cigarettes.MIS Wll- !.: I'A I NTivll,
hi t i.itti.i: in-: CMiF.nWhen we reahed the station we en¬trained imimeriiately to ;;et away fromthe crowd of followers and to c'lt good-l»> . Only thy wives of the ouicerscould enter the station.* The wife ofLieutenant Lgor tainted after kissingher husband. While some friends car-ried her into tiie waiting-room. Kger.without showing any emotion, calmlyentered his r ompartmeni in the train.

At last the ti.iiu started forward into
the bblark uitrht At Kranklort the
women of the lted Cross served ua with
food ,ii.d i t.....red the soldiers, who w- r
now almost all of them very sad, withthe .. words: "Courage, friends, show
tb.it you .i r men, and happy and gia<lIk l«e ;.blo I > 't< d your blun'l for your
11:. tJ(i' riiir.nj and fur your ICmp' tor

"

Th'-y were probably the woni' n \\ no hadnothing to do. and were tired of sta.v-
at home, ami came there 10

.iw.iy the t:rr.e, otherwise tnev w.iuld
not have said such foolish tiling:-. It is
. ¦..rtainly an lienor to die ! -r one -

i'alheriand when it is attacked. I tut
v. ei .. we at l i' kt'1
We had I i n ordered to tal.e «,ff nu-

shoulder straps so that no one wou'..1
enow to wii.it un:t o. i e]oni; -d. .- »

that when civilian* a>lcei| us. the i|::e^-t:. >i. we Would reply. "Kimn the lower
.joins," or From the moon. i';i ri

i-.li the cats v. ln:«eript ions u h
"Kxpress .or I- or '|lo*n With!. i ;i nee.
We arrived at last at /erf. v.-her-

-.topped lor the ni^ht Wi weri- cool!
r. .r.. id by the people, lor tne> had
be n Kr* nch formerly, and could n<>'.

rget it The captains, Zlek- nr.ith.
M«-rba :h, LofTeihard: and i were !. .'-*,.. I
with a citizen, who told vis tint all !»;.beds wete occupied by his wife a:nl
¦laughters. We had to V'et along w.tii
.lie straw that Merbach ordered to i>
orought to u t.ut we wero so tired
that we slept well and so late in the
norniiig that we tv r** la:*- a- nri.-t-r

< oi August 7 we jeft /. r', and j> i :r.*r
i.ver the M' -eile and the i r ..ti*. :ers
Lvrxeuiliur:.", w .. can .. *<> A '.'.n^- i 'lie
soldiers worn > it and s id and dI --

liiMir.-d.
i.: \ in itt. i*i:«»;*i.i: i.i\ i:

«.i:umans i iii.ii \\ i:i,« o>!i:
\s o:i a.- v.i- arrivi-o at A. n-rih til -

ominatiller, Schmidt, e-albd us together,the staff of the battalion. :o «ive us
h.s orders in regard to the people i.f
lie pirn-.-. who. although they \:io v

iierin..n pretended not t. . undei -land
it. and i:»pt strictly to the I-"i «-n a

Pi my tide .is litn'i-preti-r. 1 re \e<!
Tilers to «orninnnica!. to the iniiil';-

. .ill's that they in is: j. --«»!-
Iters well and do all they could lo
a\ "id quarrels.
Three <¦' ii> were Indirect with a

v.oa hi whose brother ! d left i'.ir-.s
Augurt 4. 1!'H. lie told us that at
I'aris evi rybody said thiii the crown
prin. e was respon.-tble for the war.
Merbach replied that lie was not to
blame wholly, atid that tin re were
others behind him. This woman gave
us a ^on-i ,i:inier. Later in the day we
started for trie city of Luxemburg. The
p>-opie all looked ut us with hostileface j Nevertheless. Merbach. l.olfei-
hardt and I went on before to order the
people to set buckets of water outside
their door-- for the thirsty soldiers.

At night we were lodged at the house
of :>ti old cure, who reeelvecl us grudg¬
ingly enough, saying he lould give us
only bed for two Merba.-h replicawithout a smile tiiat two people could
not sleep toe! iter in one bed, especially
at the house of a Catholic cure.
"What is your religion?" said the

priest.
"I am .1 Catholic." replied Merbach,who was really :i 1 'rot c.vt .1 11 t
Morh:ich and I received orders to go

to l.uxemburg at once to buy cigarettesand different thing* for the battalion.Two women were at the counter of thetobacco store as we entered. Merbach
lipohe in lierman, .syiiij; tii.it we wantci
s"tiie cigarettes mid would pay i"f
them. The women pretended not ; >

understand, arid one of them sc id inFrench:
"Sirs, if you were French I would

!^lve you all for nothing; but we can¬
not look at people who e.it sauer¬
kraut."
"Madame," I said to her in Freich."be careful what you say and to whom

you speak, '"his could serve you a bad
turn some day."
She was surprised and discounten¬anced, for she did not think we couldunderstand French. When I assured

her that 1 would not betray her, she de¬
cided to speak German, to the great(satisfaction of Sergeant-Major Wetter,who made some purchases, upon which
lie counted on making a good margin.Kobber that he was. he resold them to
the soldiers for much more than theycost him. lie Ftole so much in thi =
way that some days after CommanderSchmidt was obliged to replace it. He
was Anally killed in the lirsi engage¬
ment of the battalion.
One night the orders came that otirjbattalion was to march on ahead to-

ward l.uxernburg to Arlon to find out
whether or not the city was occupiedby the enemy. Merbach, l.ofTelhardt
and I were chosen to reconnoiter. Our!
hearts beat a little, but no one refused.
for, as they say, tile orders are sacred.
We reached the city and the peoplewhom 1 questioned told us that the Bel¬
gian soldiers had left Arlon scarcely
two hours before. The city appeared
quiet, and we so reported to' hcadqtiar-
ters. The whole battalion entered
Arlon with music at* the bead as usual.
With us were our machine guns, and
every precaution was taken for defense
in < ase of an attack.
When we entered Arlon the people.]probably through curiosity, were at

their windows and doors. The bands
played and the soldiers were singing.The mayor of the city was arrested as
a hostage, and placed under an armed
detachment. The following proclatua-
tion was put up:
PHOCI.-tNATION "TO TIIIO

CIT17.10\S OK A It I.OX"
I publish these problamations below,

and hop® that every one will observe
their directions:
"The city of Jrrion is occupied by

the .German troops. All must submit
to the conqueror. All. disobedience to
the orders given below- will be severely
punished.

"I. The people must welcome the sol¬
diers and be kind to them.

"2. All arms and ammunition must
he carried to the majoralty with the
briefest possible delay.

The assembling of more than
three persons in the streets la for¬
bidden.

"4. Citizens must remain in their
houses between the hours of 7 P. M.
and 7 A'.M.

"5. After S o'clock at night no lights
must be burning In the houses. Fires
must be put out at the same hour, and
no smoke must bo In sight.

"fi. Any person having knowledge of
the enemy is asked to go at ortco to

[.give information. undpr penalty of i
severe punishment.

"7. ! have arrested tlie Mayor of
Arlon as a hostage. He will he put at
liberty as soon us the city conforms
to my orders and (guarantees are given."A special detachment was ordered to
proclaim tliis (! >< ijiii- nt. It was com¬
posed i,i l.leutcn.ini I*<»j»i». accompanied
I'.v two noin'.i lim-sioned oilicer.s, two
. .rummers, iv. ii trumpetegs and eight

_ lien Willi l.avt.uci I vvuh I .» riutil I Im
ri "> <uniat ion.
At each street lorn^r the drums

sounded and the civilians f-n t! s »¦ r<*<l to
,

tlii* orders of < »i-!ie. a I von der'.¦-' li. I must have rend it at leaatlthirty tune lnf.irc getting Lack to ww
house whi-re I v. as to stay with M. r-
bach and l<olT<*ili irdt. Scarcely were
we inside before < omniand-.r Schmidt
m is out ijiain into the < ity to k< I

bread and meat from the bakers a id
"'ll' iiers. la |||,. s.r«et.s we saw manyi-o.diers taii.ng with the civiJians by,
silths. and it w a ; a eoiiil- .il sight.Iti many shops the soldiers were lak-
ing merchant! 1st by force without pay-
ing lor it, and w er,. insulting 'he pro¬
prietors. -Merhaeh appeased these
people by giving them «ift;i.

*il a tobacco tore oiie soldier had
Ukcii SO francs' worth of cigarette*

I for his captain for which he never
paid. Another soidi'-r. Messier. of in
.Sixth Company, went into a jewelers,
a would .he purchaser of Jewels. lie'
put tn his pocket all the woman she.w>- i
him, and was Jju.-t r.oing out wiih his
nooty when he i M ei bach) arrived Mer-
hach sin pp.-d him in ihe face and made
iiirn give hack the .-tolen jewels.i,at> r in tiie evening. as .M ritach was
passin" in front .>( th polite Station, ashot from a r.volve; v. a.- fired at him.
but )>e was not wnuiided. 'I here was
at this moment hoi ore the station only
an lgeiit^ oT the polio1. He was Pn-
mediately arrested and a court-martialheal. 1 acted as Interpreter.i he accused a as named i.ouis Km-
percur. agent of the |iolice. married and
the lather of four childieti. He tore tin-
opening of the trl.: I was able. to say
a .-u w<>rds ' ¦ h.m. telling him that no,

a. K°"d presiding ]iidi;e, aiajor.Schmidt, and oun-eicd him to be care-
11 ha t 1 I'd in oi'siuera t i11ti ;'<>i ni *

and cli 11 d. ..ii. tie replied thai hel.ii -1' w| at in <t.i, and 1 need not worry.<i':al _¦ ii. and Kliipcr.'Ur Was a
i -ed. fit.-t, m having ilred upon tti

i ru.-.sian iiint-nant. Merba-h. without,
wou.'i'i i.L' him; se ond. <d" having dis-
oI;> d the jirool nr.alion of tic .-r.er.il
.»i the brigade, who had ordered ail
persons to disarm and carry their
weapons to the mayoralty Yhe ae-
cascu did not ippear to regret his
¦"id 'he atlrirne.i tor the empire de¬
manded of ti.- cnur t-ma! tial to m.i,**
a . xamp'e of this man and : « pru-

nouiicc the sentence of death.
l.WPJ.Iil-.l it « OS DM '.I V! ;i»

A mi i' i i' to ;11: \t;i
l#ieuror.ant Kger. the ii>uii.-e: for th

detepse. ra:s> d the <|i. stlou m tne a i:ll
i I. :i p<-r <. u i, inasmuch is no v. < ..ion1 been found upon him. I.ut ;.t :i, .«

t.'ie pr.soner cried out. "Veji, j; t
who .-hot him. ai.d I a;n not sorry ex-

that I ii id not su i .'I in 1; ill'ia;, i
'i' l tuan. Alter llus conie?-i..n |,.r

ii'i not but in- < ,ndi tuned, ana Ii
'A.i- p it t c> oca til at - o'l'l ijrli in lie:

ri!'
I w > hours later as a patrol of

h.a. ua.- pasMti^ a house, a shot was
tram the window. o:ie w.i.s

v." timji. i. i.ut the sold ers rushed iat
'hi- '..i:i.,iiiK and b-^aa .o lnai.rc.it i:.j
women aim to pillage everything.

Alt- tile) had .--tolen ail the.. Coll'.l
ii r\ a v. ,i .. t iu > arrested t \\ i> women

a' two a and ha ihetn to the u.
i-r .l. After queHtlontii^ the men, the>w I!beri, lie mii iari.ti
t!ut !.. > v.er innocent, and tnui ;i.>
tln-ni.-i-;,, ha-1 tire, upon the iilan-'.

"'ley weri I .linn it Med and the lloll...
nivi;. liver 'O lc pilia.Ti- I. All that t ,l .

.soid.ers mild not c..rry awa\ wim
'i.em they dc-troyed or threw ..-.t oi
tile V. ili'.OW Tile ofliccl's \\ re JT I atl>.inused t.i ,-ce some solders put'.i.^ on
wot;.en's -11: r *.- ov> .. the.r u.iuo. t, and
running tnrough tiie s i"> ets in tlieni.

''ii in l.'tli of Aukust 1 w.-iit m an
;. II ¦....¦ dill,: w . 1 .Mfrl.'a, h l.ot. ..!!, ar t
.ad t v, 11 me 11, i" c ii not t e r at the
I'h.iteau of li. \'.'e had orders to

»;n }.}.-..»i.^rapj-.h :i:,.i estimate !. .---

bijstie.- uf ati i.ttacK in tii.s dire
e aid rei|iitsit to.led s.\ a ut<nr«o;>i;

in At'.on. Loifelhardt who wa.- a ^o ..1
drivi r. Jed

Tlii .'half-ail of it. was situated in the'
Ce of a large and beautiful pari*

t ;n.i our arrival the steward can i.<
I.eel l.> lie a IIS IXI t«. li!.- OWn!
I'*us.\ Willie daMghter. a u:r. O
ixte.n or .-.. vet.I. en years. b« _'^cd us

to sp;ire her. \Vo fissured her that we!
were not mnking war oh clvlliaiis Mnil'jiK-d no. be a!i aid. ii.-r n.otiier
was -ick in lied.
A Mel* Jl a \ 111 rt visited the hat- ail a ill

si. 17.. s..;nc arms, we visi.e I tin .-ii irs.
which were full of wine.- ..nl of :.I
.-..i t: nt i i ovi' ions Met bach, not v. ts'a-
Iiir to carry off anythintf without orderu j;'roi:i tiie omma.ici. sraicd all th-
no -rs and gave to .he steward a pap r
torlndding any one. no matter who. t>

1 take au>thiiig tn tne chateau
Soon iiiter our return wc ^a\«* our'l

report to General von d< r Ksch. that w .

liinl seen no enemy, and then hastened
to our commander to tell h.m of our
discover.*, lie- authorized lis- to return
I. the chateau and t,> remove all in-,
wines and provisions that we wished.)The ilrum-major we-nt with us to help
us in c.iae of need.

W'e had taken all the keys, a rid it
was ens> to enter the hous .. 1 lo-'ke.l
i.round lor the steward, but n*e:tl wa-
ui> surprise to lind the limi i- empty
and m i..sn der. ,v (Vorkiuan w no was
passing b\ told us what h -<l happ. no l
in our absence. Kotir I'crtii iti soldi. . ¦5.
nf tli- l''ori >. -second i'.rig.id . had k. n .

.li house .>:" i Ji c s.ewiird, and niter
int.itreatini: tiie family, whi h' had tie I
ter. oi-st i :cken. they nad p.llau-il ami'
s.:i !¦: cd ci cr) thiiiji, a I'd wli.it lili_y coui.l
not carry away they had broken t ..

pieces. 1 ashed th's man if h«- Knew
anlhing about tiie young gir'.. but lie
i.iuld .so' 1 notJiii.g about her.

W'e returned then to the cjiatenu nnd
finished h>a«'.ing the contents of the
cellars upon the cart,» and carriages
that we found in the coach house. W'e!
carried off also the horses in the!
stables.

In the meanwhile, .Merbach was sill-
ing a great trunk with linen and two!
s.ibollicers w -re breaking ope'ts drawers!
and getting ali the j-.-wels and objects
of value they could find. 'I'liey i;ave
guOil ileal of it to tiie:.- friend;, t Ml" of
.he ollkers of tlie second hiittaiion car¬
ried in the month of Sepiem ber a
bracelet-watch.a souvenir of tiiis
pillage.
(UV.UAXnKIt Cl(\(i It ATI' I V»i:.S

I.OOTKItS OK CIIATKAU!
We took all tins .saddles hiiiI hamesses

from the stables, and when wo returned
to Commandcr Schmidt In- coiignit 11-
l.iti»<l ns on our success.
We lived at Arion tin (I laixemtuirs?till nearly the last of Auiiust It vv as

an agreeable cxiflgtii-c, .Meib.u-h, Lot-
felhardt and 1 wen* sent out to*r-c<>n-
noiter almost every d.vy in an automo¬
bile. Kui Mcrbach always took us to
l.iixinliiirs, where we passed our time,
l.'pon our return we would nive a iouc.il
sketch or some place where we had not
put foot and declare that we hail noi
seen any traces of the enemy. And
(ien< nil von der Ksch was charmed to
have Kiieh good soldier.-:!
When we received orders l<> loive

Arliui Hi" soldiers were >orry, for I heywould have much preferred to st lythere, eating, drinking and smoking
the floods taken from the iukabitant.i
of the country.

Kor. two days we advanced, watching
on all sides in fear of a surprise. Th'j
20th of Aiikust witnessed our first b.it-
tle. and it was demonstrated to ire how
men like Merhach. of the sweetest dis¬
positions. could in i>. moment become
cruel under the excitement of battle.

¦\ patrol which came from Uerigllrr
announced that wo could ro on without
danger. for this section had not been
occupied by the enemy. After eating!the soup prepared for us by the travel*
in;; kitchen, we went forward. Sud¬
denly wo heard upon our right an un¬
accustomed noiao. Soon we knew what
it was. It was a shell, and many be¬
gan «o fall near us. The French and
Belgians tired mor.t accurately, and
were, unfortunately, aided by our own

artillery, which In firing on the enemy]reached us ton.
We were now to soo with our own

eyes what war really was, known to mi
heretofore only in books. Men struckby a bullet raised their arm:: in the air.
waveri'd and fell de:«d or wotinrlcil. C.'nall s|«|. e could hear 'Ties of anguish
and gro..us mingled with t »».. w histln::«>f balls and bombs, and with them the]shouts «.f tho soldiers and the o.-i-
lin i«U <«( »>.«« 'iiei.-.-r
w is hit twiee. anil died that .-i-tel
night. Lieutenant I'Ji'nr was won.nieil,and foil to the ground unconscious
Suddenly the vilbinc of I.outlier be-|

gn n to burn, and two rear companiesreeeived oiiler.-- to take it. Lieutenant
lirunn. ,<n otlieoj- lielotfeil bv all the
.soldiers; was shot in the lieart at ,t heMin" iiioiiii nt that ho gave an order.
L eu;. nam SIeinhueh fell at the -amotime.
When we entered at I'isl into Len_;-|!i. : :t presented a desolat** sight to ir

ey. i in all sides the houses w. re
burning; the Htrcots *wcro blocked upwith the bodies <. f soldiers and horse; ;
a Itetgian oilier had fallen a ro i
sti ll-hii: ning timber and was half
(hatred, his face was convulsed with
frightful anguish. This unfortutia* ¦

man had fallen wounded. and was be.
ing slowly burned to death.
As .Merbach and 1 were at a tele.

phone station with our orderlie-, snd-
er.iy we heard cries of women and
Iiiliireu. and going out into the .-tr e|
.ve saw in the midst ot a troop of ot-
!b "is and soldiers a group of tour m-n.
two women and five children. The
-ioldiers had ki< keil them and beaten
them with the butts of their int.. ;e>s.
and were crying «"it tb v* they >v r.-
the ones that had tired upon Colonel
Kriestein. commander of the Kic'n;;-
-evonth Infantry, who was wound-d.
and afterwards died in liermany
Who could tell who were the guilty

ones, for tho Krcneh. I'elgian and <;er-
man balls were whist litis oti all sides?
Merbach protected these poor peopleIn another house near-by a woman,
holding a small baby in her arm:;. wa«
beaten with the butt-end of a gun and
was killed in sight of her husband. wht*
was pi, reed by a bayonet. I do not
ki;ow what became of the baby.

In front of th station a .voting ofli.-er
of h« ICiKhty-sever.th ordered a n«>n-
ommissioiied olbcer and two men to

-. . t tire to a hotel under pretext that
it was from this house that the shot
bad been 'ireil upon Von Kiers'oin
Tiiese thiee men wont lirst into th"
.¦ellar to look for wine. They found it,hut soon bogstn to ipiarrel I,.. ..use the
otlicer tried to keep :il! t It champagnehimseeif. The house was linaily tired,
and many oiier dwellings were de-
.royed in the s«me way. .

Toward evening Merbi h and I were
s M on to look out for rations, in a
ntirow road between two hills we -non
a ::e across a motip of liertnan sol¬

diers, ati'l in their midst we saw a
rench lieutenant bidly wounded.

When lie > .1 w us. tins oilscer called out
to us. "Sirs. 1 wish you would tave me
from these savage beasts." lie had
a ball In hi.- abdomen, and was suffer¬
ing terribly. Merbach. suddenly angry,said to him brutally, "Take care what
yiiu say, and do not u.-e such language
to brnve soldiers who are lighting to
rid the world <>f they - dirty Frenchmen.
I "poll my word. I will not leave before
you die before my ryes."

"Lieutenant Merliaeh," said another
' tlicer who had just oin« up. "r "mem¬
ber that h is an otlicer like yotir.-e'.f
and that he w'-cnde.l. . ." I'.ut
M-rbach would in * hear him. and
stayed to watch the man die. I told
this incident tv <'omnia t.der Schmidt,
who promoted Merbach to command of
the Kinhth I'ompany. Two days later,
in the battle o; Iteitrix. Merbach was
killed by a i'rench soldier, who save
V, .1 a blow on the had with the but I
of his musket Merbach was one ot

nest friends
When night came we lay among the

dojd and the wound' i. and there were
cries of anguish on all sbb s It wis
impossible for ,t good many of to
leep on account of fatigue and weak¬

ness. Some of the -oflirr- thanked
! leaven for protecting them, and others
boasted that the} had killed so mtnyI'rench and !!eiir;:«ns. Win u we did fall
off for a minute, nightmare or a sharp
re port from the tuns would abrupt l>'
wnke us At dawn we Met out avail),
marching toward Xeuf, bateau. In
front of us we had the Kreacli sup
port I'd by a company of I '.elgia n

iiATTi.t: or iiMitTitni
nn \\i:itv or rtti:\cn

.Mier leaving tA-njiiier we entered
t'i«. forest i)f 11 ti. |>iatit. where wo tuok
a lilt.-- rest. Almost all nf the peopleof t'l" villain--- along . ur route h.ol
tW.I in hn.-tc, leaving their houses in¬
tact. opon to lh" hands of the ilcrnians,
who now |»i 1 ljif;<¦-'!. ! i:rnt and sacked
'.vorythin»r. The soldiers thr« w furni¬
ture iU"i hmif holil effe-is our or tn».
windows just for amusement Schmidt
\ept tellintr them tliat no would kill
any «.»i.e who weni into the houses, hist
the men did what they wanted to, ami
obeyed tiiith-i Schmidt nor any one
else.
The Seventh Company receiver! or-

der.s to -kirmish around the edge of
the w« >ds and to I i n the hat tie. The
first one to he killed was i-ir.-t Lie'.;
tetnnt Bertram. shot I y a iler.man sol¬
dier name Schleisltmer. In u-vi-nj..- f>r
a punishment i f three days' imprison¬
ment indicted upon him before the wai
ny I'.erti irn. This r.uui not only -,v.is
not punished, b it lie received soon after
. ho Iron i'i-os* for bravery. I.ater on
wotinded i battle, he tii -d in a li <?-
pM-ll J'.l Nele.
The battle of Itertnx was one nf t lie

most imp-riant in which our battalion
took part The Krench. occupying an
advantageous position. <'.. d all th- y-ould to prevent our advance. and we
w-re obliged to brill? out all our re¬
serves to prevent r<t>.a: In this'des¬
perate battle tiiere was eipial braver,
on bosh de?. The Krench artillery an i
th machine nuns Iire.i1 ine» ssant |y
ti"! ii ur;<tcly. ami \\ e lost many men.
Soldier.- .n great numbers fell dead or
wounded and we could not help any j
one. for each of u> had all we could do
to keep under shelter from the balls
aid bombs. We believed that all was
lost, and that we would have to beat a
retreat, when, fortunately, the Third
lit giment of Artillery from the fortress
at MaVtnce came to our rescue.
Scarcely had they passed from t he
woods before their horses, no longer
under the protection of the trees, fell)
overwhelmed b\ the. Kiench tire, (if- j
fleets and men then bi-;;:m to drat; the
lannon and push forw ..rd the trucks, so
that thej mi;,ht lieKin firing more
quickie. but mans were killed. At
last, when t!ie artillery began firing,!
mtr stffaiis took a turn for the better,
and some of our sohliers got possession
of some French cannon. The French
artillery defended their cannon gun in
hand, .itid died bravely for their couu-
try. The Prussians then tilled the air
with el'i-er:!. while the Krench. seeing
a part of their artillery to-t and one of
their aviators fallen, began slowly to
draw back and to offer less resistance.
That day's fighting was finished for:

tl«. and the last rays of the sun lighted
tip sinisterl.v the battle field covered
with the dead and wounded.
The next morning the battle re.-om-jmenced. but less actively than on the

night before. <'oatimiaIly following
the sharpshooters, we advanced. The
soldiers were hungry, ami many t» f
them opened the I.its of dead Krench
or Germans in search of something to
eat. And while we were advancing
across fields of wheat that had not been
mown, ilertrix away to our left was
burning. The next day saw our first
battle on Krench soil, in the neighbor¬
hood of M.itton and in Matton itseif.
On the morning of the 2-1 th of August

U was our battalion that was again
ordered in advance, a move which did
not especially please either Commander
Schmidt or his men. for we had already
lost more men than all the other bat¬
talions; but Schmidt was the youngest
commander, and had to obey.
The Krench In their ret run t had taken

their stand in the woods near Matton
Attacking them there In a short time,
we took their position, and, having no
orders, we remained there in the
trenches till the Eightieth Regiment
came to relieve us. At the re>r we
had a cold ration, but tho men were
content, and were forgef.tlng already

their misery of the past few days Buti
their joy was of short duration, for the'
Kreneh. cnmltiK to counterattack, t>e»t
ba> k the Klghtietli llegiiuent, who thusjU/st the position-? we had Kalned. Upon
this Von Schenk. commander of th->
army rorps, ordered Schmidt to lead an
attack Immediately, Schmidt replied:
SO I O.VSIItKlt \T)t)\ MIIOWN

KOI I III\4ilt\ .Stll.DIKHS
"Excellency. inv l- ittalion has lost

,":nr: nil ,m< -.or)if;
my men fou»rht like lions; for three;
days they have had almost nothing to
..at and they are not able to do any
more,"
"Indeed .*'re you not ashamed?" said

Schenk. "Attack at once and leave I
your Kits here."
Schmidt, with tears in his eyes, took

in his hands the colors < J the battalion
an.I put .'imst If at the head of his i
;nen. lie was expecting death !.*.>!-
owitiK this incident. Schmidt became
,iopiilar atiioni; tiie soldiers, but lie lost
favor with ilis superiors and finally;
re.- i^ned ins place.
Mat ton was completely demolished

.a* it It only a few buildincs left stnnd-
inj;. When the Kiphticth eame a*ra:n
'.o relieve us t!ie soldiers exchanged jkicks and heat each other with the'

butt-end of their muskerts. Ours called fthem "cowards" ami "soldiers on pit-rade." our ollicers said nothing, but
they spat on the ground to ».\pr»-.-<.stheir contempt for their comrades of
the Kightieth. v

After going back for our Kits we
were quartered In somo of th«» half-tie-
monilshed houses. Kverythin^ has been
broken up and the furniture and planless |
torn from the floor used to net llres

am! many of them throwing away their
own garments put on women's shirts.
more comfortably, they said, in the
heat. No one could stop them, for they
were almost all drunk ami would not
obey. They fought at the cellar doors
and had only one fear: that they might
leave some wine for somebody eise.
Often In their haste they forgot to
close the cask and the cellars were
Hooded with wine. Moreover, many of'
the ollicers. especially the reserve olll-
cits, were tho tlrst to set the bad ex¬
ample.

1 was quartered with Comm;irider
Schmidt and all his staff in a house,
still intact, of an old retired French
captain. He told Schmidt that he could
not understand how. in any army,
which had jis the German army a rep-

utatlon for discipline, they could allow
tiie soldiers to pillage and steal as they
wore doing at Matton. Schmidt asked
»»><. to toll him that unfortunately they
could not punish the soldiers because
ho many of the ofllcers had themselves
set a had example.
"How do-s <t happen," continued the

old captain "thst you mobilized
quickly? In France they expected war
so little that we have not had time to

...r.._ Vin.mnr>' for our de¬
fense."
(deutennnt "Wunderlich finally mado

him understand that Germany had been
preparing for a new war for fflrty-four
years, while it had been only s:nce i
year or two they had begun to think
of war in France.
The next morning the provisioning

wagons came to distribute rations (o
the cuisines. It was among them thai
we saw real robbers, the greatc.-r.
thieves! What had they not stolen!
There were trunks full of clothes an«l
ftliri- s. clocks ami even walking sticks,
umbrellas and other things without
value to a soldier. Besides the regular
wagons 'they had a number of others
all loaded with stolen things. Thero
was one entirely full of wine.

(To He Continued.)

Free
Alterations

at

This
Storecarment Shop

. -ai© BAST BROAD ST.

Shop .Mere To-Morrotv
'

. AND SAVE-
Shopping at the Harold Garment Shop has become a regular habit

with Richmond's most economical women, because they know that here
they get the greatest values of the season and that the savings they effect
well pays them for coming across the street. they also have in mind
our slogan.

No Matter What 13 Advertised Elsewhere
IT'S CHEAPER HERE!

1
U

IH
t

Dresses of Satin £§*=5?
and Taffeta

Stylish new models that show distinctive and exclusive fea¬
tures, such as embroidered trimmings, while others are plain
with self sleeves and Georgette sleeves, wide skirts, and in the
lot are several different styles to select from, each showing a
new fall style, and, of course, the value is in keeping with the
Harold Garment Shop policy of unusual values. Come and see.

New Fall Dresser, 14.9T
This lot of Dresses embraces samples that the manufacturer was

through with for the season, ::nd the values are really extraordinary.They come in beautiful quality serges, satins and silks, in several
new and distinctive styles, some with Georgette sleeves.splendid¬ly trimmed and a wonderful range of colors to select from.some
with the new fringe trimming. Large self collars and sashes.

Every Summer Georgette Dress
in our stock worth up to $40.00, in
many different styles and colors.
in elaborate beaded effects, at $17.9

rf* t

New Fall Suits Offered at a

Real $10.00 Saving at Only
.air ©

Sounds Impossible at (he
First of the Season, Hut We Are
Only Giving you the Advantage
of a Special Deal We Made Last
Spring.

These Suits show the very newest style effects for fall.
made of fine quality all-wool serges, with the newest velvet
trimming effects.good desirable colors, full skirts, novelty and
dcstinctive coat features.in fact, up to the minute in every
particular.

Light Wright (.'oats for Cool Summer Kvcnings, coiningin plaids and checks, with large self collars that are trim¬
med in contrasting colors; belts and pockets; real
$10.00 values, to-morrow at

$5,00 Silk Waists at $2.97
A real bargain offered for to-morrow that you cannot afford to passby.the wholesale price on these is $3.50 to-day. They come in extra

fine quality Georgette, striped tub silk and crepe de chine, in llesh,white and colors.large or long roll collars, some embroidered, some
filet lace trimmed.all sizes in the lot.

56 Sleeveless Sweaters
$3.97

Ijong Sleeveless Su eaters, with
white angora trimmed collars and
cuffs; all colors and worth
$6, special to-morrow "!' $3.97

Sleeveless Jackets
$5.97

New Sleeveless Jackets just re¬
ceived, and bought at a big bargain
price. Made of line velvets, trim¬
med with large pearl buttons and
baronette sntin collars, braided edgesand belted effects.

SPECIAL SALE OF SKIRTS
Three Wonderful Values

Women's pleated Cloth Skirts, in checks and plaids, made with belts, very fi*7full, dark shades, suitable for fall wear; a real $5.00 value offered for to-morrow at tyLi.U i
Genuine Filet Silk Poplin Skirts, not to bo confus¬

ed with ordinfiry poplin, made with belts and pockets
that have rufllo tops and buckles; bolts
ond tn tassel and fringe; worth $7,50, at I

HIUVV

Black Chiffon Taffeta Skirts, roally a wonderful
quality; extra heavy and in both regular and extra
sizes; pockets and beltn, very full; waist 4
measures from 25 to 38; worth $7.50, at

,'iJ


